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Take

What could possibly make a walk
over the Downs on a sunny day
even nicer? JO ROTHERY meets
some furry friends who do just that

agical - that was my reaction

as [ walked along a sun-

dappled woodland path on the
South Downs, leading a handsome
young alpaca called Alfie.

This charming creature is one
of three stud males who live at
Adsdean, near Funtington, with
owners Bruce and Peta Ives, and
who are only too happy to set out for
a stroll with visitors.

In all, there were 38 Dunreyth
Alpacas for me to meet when 1
called in to see them, with another
12 babies, called crias, due to arrive
any day.

Before setting out for our walk,
Bruce and Peta took me to the
field where the females and their
youngsters, one just a day old, were
grazing. | was able to stand just
feet away from these lovely, gentle

B For £20 per alpaca you can
have an hour-long walk and

then a stroll around the 13-acre
property to see the other alpacas
and their bables. There is also

a shop on-site selling unique
handmade alpaca product

® You and your alpaca can even

a stro
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| with a real difference

creatures. Several of them came
even closer to inguisitively nuzzle
my hand and say hello.

With their placid, biddable
natures, the alpacas are completely
at home in their lush green meadow,
bordered by trees, and they look so
much part of the Sussex landscape
you tend to forget they originate
from South America, primarily
Peru.

The highlight of my visit, though,
was going for a walk with Alfie,
accompanied by Bruce and Peta with
Baron, another of the stud males and
a real character.

Alfie holds a very special place
in Bruce and Peta's hearts as they
started their herd in 2006 with two
pregnant females and he was the
first-born of the Dunreyth Alpacas.

The couple’s dramatie change
of lifestyle came about when
they were both made redundant
from their posts as nurses, They
did a great deal of research into
alpacas before embarking on their
new venture and it has proved as
successful and personally satisfying
as they had hoped. However, they persevered and it

Initially they concentrated on quickly became clear their highly-
breeding, using the alpaca fleeces intelligent animals — smaller, gentler
and taking their animals to meet the  and decidedly prettier than their
public at local shows, schools and 1lama cousins, were just as well
residential homes, but knowing that  guited to this particular activity.
walking with llamas was already The Ives believe there are still
well-established in various only two other places in Britain
parts of the country, they where alpaca walking is available

began to wonder about e and just 15 months after Alfie

introducing alpaca

and Baron and several of the

enjoy a drink at a beautiful old walks. other Dunreyth herd
country pub during your stroll, Although alpacas began sharing
as the Barley Mow in Walderton come from the same SR their strolls,
welcomes the animals. This camel ‘family’ as v they now have
adventure, new this year, takes llamas, no-one many regular
slightly longer and costs £30 per at that stage had visitors from
alpaca, There Is also a woodland attempted going all over the
walk. down the same south of England and even
® Up to six alpacas at a time take route with them further afield.
part in these strolls, and each ~ in fact Bruce Walking through the woods
walk is accompanied by two and Peta were with Alfie trotting happily
experienced handlers. told it would be at my side, it was clear to
impossible. see why people enjov the

experience so much and come back
again and again. It was wonderful
to stroke the silky cream coat on his
elegant neck and shoulders, and to
see him respond to my voice and the
woodland surroundings.

The alpacas have marvellous
temperaments, an ideal combination
of being placid and friendly, yet
extremely intelligent, alert and
interested in all that's going
on around them. These are not
domesticated, tame pets, so it seems
a real privilege they are so happy to
let you enjoy their companionship
for a couple of hours.

It's such an exhilarating vet
relaxing experience, you don't want
the walk to ever come to an end,
yet as you part with your newfound
friend as he returns to his field,
you go away with a sense of having
communed not just with nature, but
with a very special animal.

W The alpacas are shorn once a pleasure of knowing just which
I fant fi al igi d from

paca it

year — their in

shades of fawn, brown and black —a unique and delightful touch.
grow to around five or six inches B For more detalls call 07766

in length. 252310 or visit:
www.dunreythalpacas.co.uk

® When Bruce and Peta send off
the fleeces to a mill to be spun,
each one goes in a separate
packet with a label bearing
the name of the individual
alpaca from which it has
come.

W The wool returns with

the same label and after

it has been knitted up,

a special label with the
name and photograph

of the individual animal is
attached to each garment
80 the buyer has the
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The days are full of
fun but they give way
to nights of sadness
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COMPETITION

ertified Organic Extra Virgin
Olive Ofl is the most potent
and vitamin-rich form of olive oil
available, Taken from the first cold
pressing of the olive fruit, it is pure
oil that hasn't been tainted by heat or
chemical processes.

Including it in your diet has
well-known benefits, while its
powerful anti-ageing properties have
helped Mediterranean beauties fo B
look radiant and youthful sinee the
days of Aphrodite.

Palmer’s, the soft skin experts,

i Is known as?

have extended their range of Olive ] Squeezed Oiive Ol i
Butter Formula products with the :]; E:'irr: qun Olive Oil

launch of their new Cream Oil to I ) Extra Virgin Olive Ofl b
deliver unparalleled, rejuvenating i i

NEW BEDROOM
FURNITURE RANGES

Spdits i 1 | Everything for your bedroom under one roof

2 HALFL o



